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I WASHINGTON April 30—In
lte popular novel and film, “The-
py Who Game In From the:
old,” a British agent rigs a trial
‘in .an_Iron: Curtain country to -
rame and eliminate an important :
Enemy official. No moral is drawn
rom this, and despite ‘the fact

Bstly trying to do Justice, there 15"
no suggestlon of outrage at the
:‘esult.

. This week, however, ‘when the
Central Intelligence Agency t.hrew
& legal monkey wrench into a trial °
“Baltimore's Federal District Court,
the implicatiofis ‘struck closer to .

ome. - - .

> For the first time 1n anyone's
memory. an admitted American -
Intelligence ‘agent appearcd as a’
{Wwitness In an.American court ot
tlaw. The result was so unsatis-
tHactory that {t raised fundamental,
qncsuons as 'to whether the es.
‘plonage “activites of the- Govern-:
Pncnt
Syatem ot\ justlce.

Slander Sult
! The incidént began in 1963, whd

?:The Spy Story That - o .
. Came, Into Court ..

Special to The New York fimes ! - '
i solute immunity fdr any speech or

hat the court appeats to be earn--

n .bé -reconciled wlth our .
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“legislative actlon done in sessldn,]
.and the high court had previously !
‘extended the same . immunity to?
. Judical officers and cabinet. rank
officlals of the executive branch,
But In the two 1959 cases, the’
Supreme Court stretched the priv.:
chge further, to excuse an actmg”
;director of the Office of Rent
‘stabllizatlon and a Navy captaln{
- who was commanding' officer of)
- the Boston Navy Shipyard. ¥
But even these fears were based
upon an assumption that ithe Gov.
eérnment would always act with,
honorable motives and a sense of
“fair play..They reckoned without!
Y the CIA's speclal claim to opet-;
_ ate outslde the conventional rules,

. On Thursday,. when. Mr. Raus
appeared before Judge Thomsen In
Baltimore, these contradiotions

' turned. the proceedings into' é.
_ flasco, '

Supported by o five.man tcam
-of attdrneys that included Lawrchce
/ R. Houston, the CILA.s general;
“‘counsel, Mr. Raus maintained hig:
. refusal to answer questions, HéJ
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Kurt Raus of Washington, an Es-’ ‘was backed by an affidavit from®

{onlan emigré leader, began pub-- {C.LA, dircclor W.:F. Raborn, whoI
licly to label another cxpatriate ' also said Mr. Rau§'s testimony”
Estonjan as a Soviet agent. This®{might’ compromise ' U, &. -intelliy
: .man, Eerlk Helne  of Toronte,|{gence secrets, His la.wvcm added!
,cldlmlng he wished to vindicate his : }i Both' sides have sald they will]
positlon as an antl.communist: ; rAgjpeal it they lose.so the Supreme,
Inero, filed a $100,000 suit against| {Cburt may have .an opportuni&v
fot slander. htal

1

} *-'The sult appeared to be a petty,;
squabble between two member of:
: 'the Estonfan community until 101«
days ago, when it was dis overedr
. [that Richard Helms, deputy di-
", {rector of the Central Intelligence’
.. |Agency, had quletly submitted af-f
_|fidavits to Federal District Judge,
; iRoszel O, "Thomsen, asking that!
ithe case’ agalnst Mr. Raus be dis.}
-mlssed X
His reason: Mr. Raus'has "ab‘
( golute immunity” from suit because {
hls slanderous statements were
made his’ capacity as an agent of,
the C.LA., bursuant to- his "su.
-yperiors’ mdors to discredit Mr.!
Helne ds “a dispatched Sovlet in.!
Melllgencé operative, a K. G. B.’
fapgent.”” The C.IA'g stated purpose“
for spreading this story was “to;,
Tu'otect the integrity of the agen
forcign intclligence sourtes" wlth-‘
the Estontan community, . A
. The CLA,
‘troversial 1059 Supreme Court de-!
lslons. In ‘which a sharply divided,

“ivvoked ' two t:cm!

ﬁ A'&ppvr;n;e Henk cxpﬁw"w’éﬁi%’“‘ 1A-RD

stitution’, givcs congress;nbn ab~

.nto td-examine its‘ gnvernme

ﬁ-the 1ghlz b
t‘r.?f i “Jé’tﬁ

mmunlty doctrine”
old; war, n‘loralltyz
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